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[Music] the NBC radio network continues its coverage of the events surrounding the death of the late 
President of the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy now here is Jim Hobart NBC News thousands of 
persons are expected to visit the Capitol building in Washington today to pay their last respects to President 
Kennedy the body of the slain chief executive will be moved from the White House to the rotunda of the 
Capitol early this afternoon at one o'clock Chiefs of State and dignitaries from around the world will attend 
the funeral Israel's president solemn jazz are is left el Aviv by air from Washington this morning queen 
Frederico Greece accompanied by deputy premier and foreign minister mister Sophocles venez loss of left 
athens by air Sir Alec douglas-home the Prime Minister of Britain and mr. Harold Wilson leader of the 
opposition Labour Party attended a memorial service for the late President Kennedy at was the Westminster 
Abbey this morning in this afternoon that's London time Sir Alec and mr. Wilson will leave with the Duke of 
Edinburgh the husband of Queen Elizabeth for Washington and for a more detailed report on activities in the 
nation's capital that switched to Robert mcCormick in Washington the funeral court eyes will be led by 
twenty-two drummers from all of the surface services with muffled drums of course behind the drummers will 
come the seven horse case on burying the president's body in a huge mahogany casket and behind the 
caisson will come a limousine with the the late president's widow mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy when the coffin 
gets to the Capitol it will be greeted by the customary 21 gun salute for a chief of state and then ruffles and 
flourishes all done in muffled tones and then the playing of the president's own song hail to the chief then the 
casket will be 
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to the chief then the casket will be carried to the center of the rotunda of the Capitol and placed on a platform 
a catafalque that once bore the body of Abraham Lincoln the catafalque normally is stored under the Crypt in 
the capital where the body of George Washington once was supposed to rest President Kennedy's body will 
lie in state for 21 hours the casket will be closed but it will be in the Rotunda until about 11 o'clock tomorrow 
morning present plans so far as we know are to end the viewing of the body tonight around 9 o'clock and 
resume about 10 o'clock tomorrow morning funeral services will be held at noon tomorrow at st. Matthew's 
Cathedral in Washington once again the drummers of the caisson and mrs. Kennedy will travel with the body 
from the Capitol to the to st. Matthew's Cathedral while all this is going on President Johnson has the rather 
unhappy task of continuing with his chores and the job of keeping a country running when he finishes the 
initial pulling together of the loose ends of government he will meet with some of the dignitaries that are here 
for the funeral of the late President Kennedy the dignitary the list of dignitaries goes on and on and on but as 
you've heard it includes French president digo West German Chancellor Gearhart and Britain's Prince Philip 


and also from England the new Prime Minister sir Sir Douglas Hume and Labour Party leader Harold Wilson 
from Russia is the Soviet deputy premier Michael Yan and from Japan comes Prince Akihito and Prime 
Minister Ikeda as for President Johnson he will meet 
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as for President Johnson he will meet today with the Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge our representative in 
South Vietnam with Secretary of State Rusk and Secretary of Defense McNamara he will be thoroughly 
briefed on the situation in South Vietnam a lodge and McNamara Rusk and McGeorge Bundy the late 
President Kennedy's personal advisor on security matters all attended top-level meetings in Hawaii during 
the week involving South Vietnam they flew back to Washington Friday as soon as they got word of the 
assassination the White House has released this schedule for President Johnson today at 10:00 o'clock 
Eastern Standard Time he gets an intelligence briefing in his office in the executive office building he has not 
yet moved his desk into the White House proper but is across a street in what used to be known as the state 
war and Navy building it now part is part of the executive office at eleven o'clock the president and mrs. 
Johnson will go to st. Mark's Episcopal Church for services at 12:40 he will come back to the White House 
and then of course he will take part in the procession taking the late President Kennedy's body to the Capitol 
the route of the procession is traditional in Washington they will come out of the north east gate of the White 
House turn right on Pennsylvania Avenue turn right again in one block on 15th Street and goes south two 
blocks to famous Pennsylvania Avenue and that head down Pennsylvania Avenue to Constitution Avenue 
about four blocks from the Capitol loop around and come in on the 
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Capitol loop around and come in on the East Plaza side of the Capitol the casket will be carried up the steps 
by a marine guard they further details of the funeral including routes from the Capitol to the Cathedral have 
not yet been given us we expect them today but the White House did say he thought there would be a 
graveside service at the Arlington National Cemetery where the Kennedy family has decided to bury the late 
president this came as something of a surprise it had been assumed he would be buried in the family plot in 
New England meanwhile the city of Washington wakes up to a bright sunny day the temperature is supposed 
to get up as high as 50 which doesn't make the leaden hearts of the people of Washington or the people of 
the nation any lighter but yesterday was a dismal day in keeping with the feelings of most of the people in 
this country and most people in other countries for that matter it rained extremely hard drizzled constantly 
when I wasn't pouring down but cold wave moved in last night the temperature fell sharply the skies cleared 
and today does promise to be clear and bright they visiting dignitaries it comes still coming in at a great rate 
some of them are due until mid-morning and some as a matter of fact we've had no definite word on eyes yet 
Bob we've had reports of the visiting dignitaries leaving their airports and capitals around the world what 
arrangements are being made in Washington to meet these dignitaries and take them to whoever they're 
going that is all handled by the protocol section of the State Department now working in conjunction with the 
protocol 
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working in conjunction with the protocol people in the Pentagon in the Defense Department and cars and 
suitable police escorts are provided it should be noted however that some are coming in | | don't mean to 
sound facetious but they just sort of been lost in the shuffle because so many are coming in and | am told 
that there has been some difficulty in finding one or two | guess they've had to make their own way town and 
to the hotels where they're staying this is of course all a matter of routine in this capital city we know how to 
do these things but this is there two factors in this case that are different one is it's so many four in the 
prominent foreign people are coming in and the other is that the town is so disrupted still from the shock of 
the assassination that it doesn't really function with its customary efficiency and perhaps not even its 
customary politeness what is the why should | did want to say this to that coming down to work this morning 
very early of course already the streets were beginning to fill up apparently people were coming in from 


outside Washington from suburban Maryland and Virginia and parking their cars somewhere within the 
general limits of the city figuring the city will be thoroughly jammed up by midday and indeed it will be what 
what is the situation in New York Jim well here in New York as in Washington Bob the weather has improved 
it's a brisk bright day here in New York my elevator operator is | left the hotel to come over here said well | 
imagine st. Patrick's will be jammed today and I guess every Church will be but apparently it wasn't quite that 
way my colleague bill Fitzgerald attended Mass at st. Patrick's this morning well what was the situation there 
well Jim and Bob it wasn't crowded it was more crowded than usual but not overcrowded however the the 
story was in the church and a long Fifth Avenue all of the big stores 
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long Fifth Avenue all of the big stores on the Avenue have pictures of the president draped in black and 
purple and flowers in the windows every place you look you see some large pictures some small ones in the 
church this morning of course the catafalque was there and with the six big candelabra three on either side 
and it just seemed like it has since Friday that people just had this stunned look on their face and they were 
all in deep prayer in st. Patrick's this morning as I'm sure they were they whirled around well the church is 
here Jim as you been open almost constantly | believe all of the churches and there's been a steady flow of 
people day and night my older daughter came downtown quite late last night and she noticed that people 
were going in and out of the churches almost as though it were midday on Sunday all very quiet very 
unostentatious none of the usual clusters of people outside gossiping and talking they seem to go forlornly 
and dismal e about their ways after after they had prayed for the president we've been talking Bob about the 
activity in foreign capitals we've been getting the circuits open to those foreign capitals | think be a good thing 
now to reach out and bring one of them in let's find out about Latin America let's now switch to Wilson Hall 
and real Protestant and Catholic churches throughout Brazil are holding special services today in memory of 
President Kennedy tomorrow Rios largest Cathedral will celebrate a Requiem Mass with businessmen 
diplomats and religious leaders services and eulogies for the late president go far beyond ordinary protocol 
Americans were used to hearing so many governmental criticisms of President Kennedy's policies that we 
forgot the important qualification Brazilians liked 
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Brazilians liked admired and respected President Kennedy the telegrams notes letters telephone calls to the 
American Embassy attest to the respect Brazilians had one newspaper story on the death of President 
Kennedy today ended this way President Kennedy was to have visited Brazil next year if mr. Kennedy could 
only have come to Brazil so we could have shown him in life how much we admired him Wilson hall NBC 
News Rio de Janeiro Thank You Wilson have an interesting report in from Moscow Bob an American 
Presbyterian pastor in a sermon on Moscow today said he wondered if any who had opposed President 
Kennedy's civil rights program are deriving any comfort from his death believing that the granting of 
constitutional rights now been delayed the pastor is the Reverend Donald Roberts who ministers to the 
Western community in Moscow as a representative of the National Council of Protestant churches of christ of 
the united states and reverend roberts also said at a packed service in the US embassy that president 
kennedy did not create the racial strife but happened to be the man in the office of the presidency when it 
ripened and quotes them as he was not the author of this horror of racial injustice so this agony will not end 
with his death and from miami we have a report on Prime Minister Fidel Castro's talk last night he expressed 
disapproval of President Kennedy's assassination but Castro accused the slain US president of having 
carried the world to the brink of nuclear war and again going back to the activities overseas Bob you're 
standing by there and Bernhard Frizzell is now standing by in Paris and let's bring him in come in Bernhard 
Frizzell in Paris hi | am Jim and what has been the activity 





| am Jim and what has been the activity there Bernard overnight well there's been a very considerable 
amount of action at the K d'Orsay and at the aliens aid tell us they've been making their preparations to leave 
for the United States and just 17 minutes ago president de Gaulle and the Foreign Minister Mary Scudamore 
deal should have taken off and they're probably in the air now in their Boeing 707 flying toward Washington 
to attend trenor's in Kennedy's funeral tomorrow they're on their way of course to pay tribute to the dead 
president with whose policies they disagreed but whom they deeply respected as a human being and asa 
statesman and | should say that of course president de garis trip has an even deeper political significance 
because by this gesture he's demonstrating that despite differences within the Alliance France is of course a 
firm and loyal friend of the United States and he's giving a testimony by this trip that France is always by 
these the United States at moments of crisis of tragedy or of profound national need could | say a word 
gentlemen go ahead Bob maybe bernie can hear me this trip of President the goals over here really was 
considered as a most happy omen here and it does precisely what Bernard says it would do it gives the 
impression once again do some Americans have begun to doubt it that the France still is with us and 
particularly at a time like this and particularly in Washington our memory goes clear back to the 
Revolutionary days when when a France Frenchman was one of our strongest champions and it is most 
gratifying here it came as a as what might be called a pleasant surprise and otherwise unbroken 





pleasant surprise and otherwise unbroken Vista of grimness and bitterness well Bob | feel exactly the way 
you do about it | don't think of course that this means that the differences are going to be ironed out that 
easily but | think that what it does mean is that the differences are not as important really as the agreements 
between us well the agreement of course is the basic one that in the clinch in the clutch you know at a 
moment when one side needs the other there they are and of course so far as policy is concerned the 
French or in and with the Alliance the only question is of course that within the Alliance they want a bigger 
voice but that's not going to keep them from displaying exactly how they feel about us namely friendship and 
sympathy and they you all well that is precisely what | was trying to say and in a stumbling fashion we don't 
expect our differences with other countries to disappear any more than we expect politics to disappear Bob is 
it is nice to Know that when the chips are down we do get together now let me break in if | may Bernard | 
hope you'll stand by for us there in Paris | have word that there is activity at the White House so Bob 
McCormick we better give it to you | believe herb Kaplow is now in operation over there herb can you hear 
me yes Bob what what is going on if anything well news people are starting to gather again all it's still 
relatively quiet | have not yet seen any of the officials in this office wing of the White House have you had 
any word to her about what who is now in the East Wing with the president where the president's body is 
lying in repose no of course everything more or less is closed up so far and the body as you know will be 
transported a little later today to the capital president johnson 
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today to the capital president johnson is to confer let's say about an hour and 45 minutes from now in his 
office across the street in the executive offices building on an intelligence briefing and later he is to attend 
services at a church in washington after that to return to the White House and participate in the procession 
moving the late President Kennedy's body to the Capitol at 3 o'clock for the new president once again it is 
the somber business of the presidency a meeting on the Vietnam problem with Ambassador to Vietnam 
Henry Cabot Lodge also with defense secretary McNamara Secretary of State Rusk and McGeorge Bundy 
who has been President Kennedy's special assistant for national security affairs herb | suppose President 
Johnson will continue his policy of operating out of the old state or Navy building rather than the White House 
itself to interfere as little as possible with the ceremonies | expect he won't move in until after the entire 
funeral proceedings are over tomorrow and then perhaps do or what | believe President Truman offered to 
mrs. Roosevelt at the time that President Roosevelt died genefex say well you just take your time and 
moving out of the mansion and when you are prepared more then of course we'll move in she is | recall 
quickly left the mansion that is the the housing part of this whole structure as far as the offices are can and 
there will be some time just for the normal business of clearing out the papers and doing that sort of 


housekeeping change over are the security measures around the White House any greater than usual they 
seemed a little bit more relaxed to me when | came in here about half an hour ago then they had two nights 
ago | flew back from New York at that time they were motorcyclists and special police all over the place this 
morning while it's still early it seemed to be almost what it had been before all of this took 
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it had been before all of this took place the sun is shining it's quite cold in the low 40s and everything is really 
relatively quiet and unhurried do they have the iron gates of the White House ground on the north side are 
they closed or opened evenly did you notice no | came in the back way up the you know the the Lincoln 
Memorial side of West executive Avenue and as | say it looked almost like any other early Sunday morning 
and but the president's body was under guard all night of course it's traditionally that young young and mrs. 
Kennedy and the children are in the mansion and we don't know whether she has been joined for instance 
by her sister who was flown here from London | just noticed that her brother-in-law who all her sister's 
husband is enroute of course other members of both families arriving in Washington for this very tragic 
situation but they're generally speaking the lake house they still quiet it's very little going as | said no none of 
the people who run the business of the presidency in their positions of assistance to the president none of 
them have yet arrived that I've seen do we know herb excuse me do we know when President Johnson is 
coming to the White House he does have a 10 o'clock briefing | supposed you begin before that | would 
imagine so when | say that's across the street there are lots of things around here you can see he might be 
able to get in without seeing him but he has to be there at 10 o'clock for that briefing the briefing as you know 
is probably one of the most important developments in the a man's immediate assumption of the presidency 
is filled in on every critical area of the world and the necessity is overwhelming since he's the man who 
makes the ultimate decision of what to do in these areas but President Johnson's position in working with the 
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Johnson's position in working with the Security Council and other positions he held under President Kennedy 
do give him more of a background than most presidents most new presidents might have yes | would 
imagine so but still there are certain necessary intimate aspects of the problem that no Vice President never 
becomes privy to and | think that's what these intelligence briefings are designed to do is just as quickly as 
possible to acquaint me intimately with as many details as as possible so that if he is called upon to make a 
rough decision affecting in this case the national security why he's competent to do so on and 
knowledgeable yes and do it quickly | this may be an unfair thing to ask you the curve | don't know what 
you've had any time to look into it but do you have any information at all and on how we are handling these 
security measures for the visiting dignitaries or have they brought their own security people with them or | 
don't know | spent most of yesterday at Andrews Air Force Base when a lot of the domestic leaders were 
arriving the governors and so on and they were just coming into town in their Air National Guard airplanes 
letting the air base and Andrews know the time of their arrival and some of the governors were being met by 
their state delegation representatives in Washington and being driven off to wherever they were to spend the 
night the only foreign dignitary to arrive there was the vice president of Spain and of course he was met by a 
delegation from the embassy now maybe by this time security arrangements have been arranged | assume 
something has been arranged for such people for instances Philip and president de Gaulle and so on it's a 
massive job | suspect that the these foreign leaders I'm sure that they certainly do not expect all the 
amenities of protocol to be observed first of all the somberness of this occasion is just overwhelming and 
makes 
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occasion is just overwhelming and makes certain protocol steps very secondary and secondly everybody is 
very busy yes well that certainly is true dear Jim do you have anything you'd like to ask herb | don't have 
because | think we ought now to say that you're listening to NBC's continuous coverage of the events 
surrounding the death of the late President of the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy and | would like to 


implement what we were talking about earlier Bob about the activities in New York you were talking about 
the activities in Washington and one thing people were bewildered a little bit this morning about what would 
be happening across the nation as far as stores offices and banks are concerned things of that so we had 
some information on that it's interesting | think that most of the stores banks libraries and theaters in the 
nation will be closed tomorrow to observe this National Day of Mourning for President Kennedy and major 
industrial firms are going to curtail operations or give workers time off at least to attend memorial services 
now in Detroit the major autumn workers announced that their plants would be closed down starting at noon 
tomorrow so that some 600,000 salaried workers could go to services American Motors Corporation said it 
would halt all work general motors the country's largest corporation was four hundred and seventy-five 
thousand workers said its plants would be closed for day operations at noon Union Carbide said its facilities 
across the country would be closed as you know the New York Stock Exchange and other major securities 
and commodity markets which closed in a flurry of trading on Friday after the assassination will stay closed 
on Monday as a tribute to the late president transportation all baltimore ohio railroad trains will stop for one 
minute during the funeral services tomorrow major department stores in new york and chicago philadelphia 
city in Pittsburgh and Columbus Ohio and Portland Oregon over in Detroit out in 
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Portland Oregon over in Detroit out in Baltimore in San Francisco and Sacramento are all going to be closed 
all day long and stars in many other cities including Houston Texas and Milwaukee will be closed in at least 
in the morning or during the hours of the funeral if 40,000 members of the National license Beverage 
Association were asked to voluntarily close their restaurants taverns and bars for three hours during the 
funeral services in Dallas Texas the scene of the president's sleigh nearly all stores businesses and offices 
will be closed public utilities also will be closed except for Public Safety and emergency functions according 
to an announcement from the Chamber of Commerce Transworld airlines that it would maintain skeleton 
office - between 11:30 tomorrow morning and 2:30 tomorrow afternoon all that employees could attend 
religious services public schools all across the nation will be closed colleges universities parochial schools 
and museums there followed suit in observing the day of national mourning proclaimed by President 
Johnson at the Carlyle Hotel here in New York mr. Kennedy's usual residence when he's in the city black 
cloth was draped over the to Street entrances the hotel's employees were given time off to attend religious 
services this morning movie theaters in New York City metropolitan area will remain closed until 6 o'clock 
tomorrow afternoon as Willy 220 movie houses operated by the National General Corporation in some 16 
Midwestern and western states for the south the North Carolina Merchants Association has two states 
90,000 retail firms to close for an hour beginning at noon the Wisconsin Supreme Court postponed the 
mourning cases on its calendar and court work here in New York City was ordered halted for the day out in 
California the Bank of America ordered all of its branches to close for one hour at midday and down on the 
other side of the country down in Tampa Florida the banks will be closed for two hours that's kind of a wrap 


up 
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for two hours that's kind of a wrap up Bob of what will be happening across the country in these various 
areas Jim here by the way of course all of nearby Maryland and Virginia are closed down and the district is 
too but the papers today rather astonishing they almost all of the advertisements are very simple little 
announcements at the various stores and other places would be closed some some say in memory of the 
president some simply say such-and-such a store will be closed no flourishes at all a paper is that is sucha 
grimly paper such grim reminders of what's happened to us well | think that is very much the situation here in 
New York - | haven't looked at the morning papers here Jo Michaels was in has been checking over this very 
situation Jo what is the answer oh man I'm just looking now at the there is practically no news and practically 
no advertisements at all in the papers that I've been looking at the Sunday morning papers they still have a 
great deal of information about other things Sunday papers being what they are especially the times here but 
so far is advertisements are concerned there are practically none at all there's a let me interrupt you for a 
moment I'm a Bob Lee the NBC radio network has cancelled all regularly scheduled programs to bring you 


this continuous coverage of the events surrounding the death of the late President of the United States John 
F Kennedy we will be on the air with this continuous coverage until 11:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time 
tonight with continued coverage Monday starting at 7:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time we now pause for 
station identification 
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the West German cabinet held a special meeting today at which Chancellor Ludwig Erhard again expressed 
his grief at the death of President Kennedy when we called a great friend of West Germany and standing by 
in Germany at this moment is John Chancellor I'm sure we'll have more on this so let's switch now to John 
Chancellor in Berlin the grief in Germany is not confined only to the Federal Republic it is now official at West 
brilliant will honor the memory of our late president by renaming at City Hall Square which soon will be called 
John F Kennedy Platz that is only one of many personal and public expressions of grief here in West Berlin 
where the news of the president's death still hangs heavy and awful in the air last night West Berlin glittered 
with hundreds of thousands of candles burning in windows in memoriam for John F Kennedy at an evening 
concert given by the Berlin Philharmonic the audience stood for a moment of silence heard the Brahms tragic 
overture and left the hall without applause Berlin's nightlife last night was non-existent most places closed 
along the curve West and down many shop windows were emptied of goods for sale and showed only 
draped American flags today special service church services are being announced for tomorrow to coincide 
with the time of the president's funeral which will take place at around 6 o'clock in the evening brilliant I'm at 
that time another Memorial observation has been scheduled for the city hall square soon to be renamed 
John F Kennedy square West Berlin will be represented in Washington at the funeral by its mayor Billy 
brought the Berlin newspapers again today were filled with editorials mourning the death of mr. Kennedy 
some newspapers hoped most affirmed that the 
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newspapers hoped most affirmed that the Kennedy policies concerning brilliant will be continued by the 
Johnson administration and West Berliners this morning are still stopping some Americans on the street to 
express their personal sorrow over the tragedy across the Iron Curtain in East Berlin and in the East block it 
seems clear now that whatever reaction of and sympathy about the president's death that has been 
expressed by the leaders of the Communist world that the communist propagandists in Europe are going to 
call the trial of Lee Harvey Oswald a fraud one newspaper in his Germany this morning predicted a farce of 
justice in Moscow the newspapers and radio are claiming that the United States is trying to implicate the 
Communist Party in the murder of the president the East Germans have gone further in this line than anyone 
characteristically the charging that the president was killed by ultra right-wing circles who are setting up a 
sham trial to put the blame on the Communists no communist publication or broadcasting organization has 
yet told the details of Lee Harvey Oswald's life in the Soviet Union is desired to obtain Soviet citizenship or 
his Russian wife they are saying and here is a Moscow example definite quarters are now striving in the 
United States to cover up the traces of the bloody crime and use the tragic death of the President to stir up 
anti Soviet and anti Cuban sentiment so the trial will probably be called a fraud this is in direct contrast to the 
extraordinarily wide and sympathetic coverage being given to the death of the president and the tragedy to 
his family coverage all across the communist bloc in Europe but in terms of Lee Harvey Oswald the cold war 
goes on John Chancellor NBC News brilliant John don't go away we've got our circuits open to Washington 
Bob McCormick we're listening to you there and Joe Michaels is standing by here was listening with great 
interest of what you had to say and they I'm sure have questions to ask 
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and they I'm sure have questions to ask Joe you when do you think John this is going to be another one of 
those things like the Korean War in which there's going to be a definite propaganda stand taken and the 
press and the radio will be manipulated and the people will never be informed of Julio's world really is and 
what a sympathies are well | think Joe that the difference is now that the jamming techniques which you 


knew and | knew in the Soviet Union have been diminished greatly it's not eliminated and therefore Western 
broadcasts from various countries including the voice of America are coming in and there are apertures in 
that curtain and as we all know the people of the Soviet Union in any rate the people of most of the satellites 
tend to believe what we say certainly as much or more than what their own propaganda organs say so 
therefore | think the parallel with the Korean War is not valid at this time because they can't impose a 
vacuum Bob | would like to ask John | believe you said yesterday that the West Berliners did their traditional 
observance of lighting candles for President Kennedy did | hear that correctly | was right it's one of the most 
moving things I've ever seen well it it's the one moment when | thought that | was going to lose control in 
these last three or four days was when we were in the Brazos plasti City Hall Square and we the whole 
square which is surrounded as you all Know by high buildings or five or six stories tall apartment buildings 
with every window so Ted rows and rows of candles in them and as you drove through Berlin last night you 
saw it and the night before interestingly enough the there were candles in the windows in East Berlin and 
that takes a particular kind of courage is that so | don't know where that jack herb Kaplow at the White House 





that jack herb Kaplow at the White House hi jack uh you may have touched on this before | don't know but is 
there visible tangible among the people of West Berlin a concern about their safety now that there is a 
change here perhaps a are they concern that the determination expressed by President Kennedy will not be 
reiterated and backed up by action by the new president there really is very little of that and I think there are 
probably a couple of reasons for it the main one being that it's too early for them these people really were 
absolutely grieved in a way that very few other non Americans could have been now next week | suppose 
they'll begin thinking very seriously about President Johnson and what administration will do for them so far | 
have been unable to detect any questioning and we've talked to a number of them mainly there they are 
shocked stone still in that state and terribly sympathetic to Americans and so far it just simply hasn't come up 
what occurs to me is that it has been the tactic of Khrushchev to test new presidents as they've come along 
and as has as he has had to face them and frequently the testing ground has been Berlin well | believe that 
is true and let's review the situation in Berlin these would be the Autobahn incidents we had last month and 
earlier this month the United States to my knowledge has not sent to use the technical term a non 
dismountable convoy meaning more than 30 passengers not counting front seat people down the Autobahn 
so far when we left the Autobahn story in its at its last chapter it was as we all know unresolved and what 
assumes that the Soviet Union has a plan now what the Russians have to do is decide whether they want to 
give us some breathing space while the administration finds its feet as it were or if they're going to leave this 
plan in motion we don't know what they're 
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in motion we don't know what they're going to do but obviously they were going to do something and so 
therefore | would think that the testing could come here in Berlin and they it's up to the Russians because 
obviously we've got to send one of those large convoy it down about is there any speculation at all jack about 
what kind of a man mister johnson is what kind of policies he will pursue a lot of people are are talking about 
him here in that sense and biographies have been published in the papers generally very sympathetic 
biographies and that he is regarded as a man who advocated the policies of the Kennedy administration the 
Berlin people remember him was a 19th of August 1961 which was six days after the Berlin Wall went up 
when he came here and really | think | was here at the time he did quite a good and effective job of calming 
the people of Berlin down in their hour of anguish because of the war and they remember that very vividly 
again in the square which is going to be called the John F Kennedy plot he spoke to them general Christ 
both of them and in that atmosphere which is very emotional at that time he was fixed in their mind as a man 
who represented the United States and the Kennedy administration and the recognition of American rights 
and responsibilities in this city so he had in that sense with the people of Berlin a certain amount of prestige 
in the bank just to begin with I think it's very fortunate for us that he does Jack was you and Joe are talking 
together let me break in and get back to the bit about the propaganda line it seemed to me | detected a 


difference between the personal feelings of premier Khrushchev and the official party propaganda line that 
was issued from Moscow through toss and Moscow radio and you and Joe both know premier Khrushchev 
pretty well | think do you think there's a possibility this could be the case well | think not 
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this could be the case well | think not we must not draw the inference that Moscow radio is going in one 
direction and the chairman of the Council of Ministers is going in the other but that it is possible within the 
Soviet system to be to have to show external grief and tell an internal lie that crews job apparently from all 
we can learn here from his demonstration yesterday at Spaso house the residence of the American 
ambassador in Moscow appeared to be genuinely shaken by this and indeed he has every reason to do so 
he had set up lines of communication with John Kennedy now he's going to have to set up lines of 
communication with Lyndon Johnson's from his point of view this is a time-consuming project and without 
these lines of communication the world is a little more dangerous for the Soviet Union and for the United 
States so that | can understand why he personally was grieved on the other hand the man who killed the 
man he was Mourning as described himself as a Marxist to live in the Soviet Union at a Russian wife etc etc 
and the Communists are faced with an almost unbelievably high hurdle in this too to overcome and so 
they're beginning to do what if we sat down to program this horrible thing before it had happened would be 
the perfectly logical thing for them to do in terms of their past experience they're going to lie about well we 
tend to forget here Jack | think you'll agree that a news does not mean the same thing in the Soviet Union as 
it does here we used to get informed regularly especially during their so-called press week that what the 
news was is what was good for the party and the object of so-called organs of news which includes radio and 
television and newspapers is to help the party to win its fight to achieve communism which therefore quite 
obviously not just by inference but by direct application meant that anything that was bad for communism or 
bad for the party had to be eliminated and from my 
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had to be eliminated and from my experience I'm sure from yours it always was and this of course is 
something which is just terrible for communism in that here is a an avowed communist to shocked or 
apparently shot the President of the United States well they're gonna try and get off the hook as much as 
they can they're now beginning to get into the details of the crime the Pravda this morning says that Oswald 
was arrested several miles from the scene of the crime and it quotes with great suspicion police statements 
about Oswald it says at one point says the more details are reported the darker is more suspicious all of this 
story becomes now I'm quoting from Pravda reports based on statements of Dallas police officials so far 
indicates as prompt only that the police are trying to implicate in the murder of the president with obviously 
provocative purposes the Communist Party of the United States well that's the end of the quote and we can 
pick that one apart for about an hour yes but the one thing that strikes me in it is that is the typical Russian or 
communist rather observation that the police are simply an arm of ideological or political warfare and that this 
this section of the American police which happens to be in Dallas is doing a political thing rather on its own 
almost well it obviously isn't true they're also stuck with their initial declaration that they seized upon as soon 
as the event of the assassination had taken place and that is that it was a right-wing killing because so far as 
their ideology is concerned it just has to be yes and although | think that in all not necessarily fairness to 
them although we'll lose the Cold War as we are | suppose the that a number of people in London in Berlin to 
my knowledge and those two places and | believe in Paris as well a number of people when they learned 
where the crime had taken place and they learned the pigmentation of the killer they jumped to that 
conclusion and there were other newspapers here in 
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and there were other newspapers here in Europe that had to kind of take it back rather quickly they this was 
the first reaction in Europe it must be said and admitted is that it had been done in connection with the racial 
problem in the United States by a fanatic motivated by the administration stand on racial problems well Jim 


wouldn't you agree that to a large extent the people you talk to here in the United States I'm wondering about 
in Washington to also immediately jump to the same conclusion there certainly was considerable speculation 
in that area immediately Joe but very quickly developed that this was not the case and certainly they've down 
in Dallas they're implementing the case against Lee Harry Oswald regardless of what Moscow tried to do to 
discredit the police case against the me police down and Dallas say they're convinced that Oswald is the 
man who killed President Kennedy they're certain to ask the death penalty for Oswald and although he's 
maintained his innocence as being picked up but some of the evidence is piling up against him so far for 
instance his wife told police that he owned a rifle similar to the one used to kill the president Oz will 
reportedly bought a rifle from a Chicago mail-order house with an order form in his own handwriting Oswald's 
rifle was not in its accustomed place in his garage the day of the assassination paraffin test found as wills 
hands showed he'd fired a weapon Friday Oswald was seen in the building from which the fatal shots were 
fired shortly after the assassination and police disclosed they have photos showing Oswald posing with the 
rifle used to kill the president and a pistol that killed the policeman tippet down in and so far although Oswald 
is maintained as innocent ins refused to take a lie-detector test the case is certainly building up against him 
whether the the course the requester | don't know how I mean of course | know the Russians will distort this 
as they like but the the crusher here almost seems to be the shooting of officer Tippit which would be a which 
was witnessed by eyewitnesses several of them and which would of 
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several of them and which would of course in any other context be completely meaningless with men well it 
certainly wouldn't be hard to separate the one from the other these details have not reached us yet here in 
Berlin terrifically how does the case stand will he be and try tried in Dallas for a City offense or a State 
offense or a federal offense how will it work well he will be tried in Dallas in Dallas County John because 
there's no federal law making murder a crime except on federal property so even the murder of the President 
must be tried as any other murder case in the political area in which it occurred so the Dallas County 
Prosecutor will bring the case against Oswald and it is expected that he will go before a grand jury in Dallas 
that Azazel will go before a grand jury either next Wednesday or on Monday December the second as he as 
legal counsel been obtained for him he had made a request for it and that word hasn't reached us yet here 
well that's kind of an interesting story you know he demanded and he's a young man who apparently 
demands a lot of things he is demanded the services of New York lawyer John apt who has been an attorney 
long associated with communist trials but apt was quoted last night as saying he can't see how it would be 
possible to undertake a case of this magnitude and after also said | think that he had a great deal of other 
business at hand presently and this would make it difficult for him to represent Oswald too it looks as though 
mr. apt is not going to be the attorney regardless of the demands of Lee Harry Oswald may | say something 
there | believe the representative of the American Civil Liberties Union talked to Oswald on this question of 
getting Lee council | just inferred from what I'd heard about it that they might have a little difficulty of course a 
great many lawyers first of all would feel the case repugnant of still would be of course in 





repugnant of still would be of course in Lyle would in line with their with their professional ethics would would 
take it but on the other hand the public reaction against a man who defends someone suspected of killing the 
president can be awfully strong it can be very damaging to a lawyer well that's why you would appear would | 
would think that it would have to be one of America's more distinguished lawyers after all a person is entitled 
to trial by jury and to a legitimate defense in this country and this will have to be the case here too it should 
be stated | think in case John didn't know this either that a representative of the Bar Association of Dallas did 
go to see Haase Wald yesterday evening and talked to him asked him about legal affairs whether he had a 
lawyer one-on-one and so forth he did want a lawyer at that time he said he did want John apt he did not 
want the Dallas Bar Association to provide an attorney they they volunteered to do so at that time my diet for 
just a moment assembling John Chancellor said a while ago about the Assumption being that the radical 
right so called might be responsible for this senator Tower told us yesterday that he his office had received 
so many of busey phone calls within just a matter of hours after the president was killed just as a precaution 


he felt he had to move his family out of their Washington home and put them in an undesignated spot where 
they would be safer it is a it's a sort of a frightening thing to consider really well Bob you draw any longer 
conclusions on it about the state of mind of the American people in these matters that that there was in 
recent weeks we've grabbed and seen and then well in the last year or so a number of stories saying that 
John Birch Society is real very small that the right-wing 
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very small that the right-wing enthusiasms have been amplified beyond their actual stature a number of 
stories about this now we have a tragedy which has been a kind of catalyst to these things do we now 
reassess the strength of these various wings in the American system no | don't believe so | think there is 
considerable official worried that this might possibly turn into it might arouse people so much that there would 
be an unreasoning uprising so to speak against all communists and leftists of course anything it's done 
blindly and impetuously can't really be considered good | know that there is some official worry about that so 
far as the radical right so called by the way in fairness | must say that Senator Tower completely did 
disavows any radical right affiliations or radical right support but many event so far as their basic strength is 
concerned | don't think there's been any reassessment | don't think there's any necessity for it they are so far 
as anyone can tell very small but they're very active and very vocal and in that sense particularly in sparsely 
populated states they're very effective well and in that context and you talked about the wave of reaction in 
the United States Bob there are a number of diplomats up in the United States but from allied countries and 
from neutral countries here in Europe I've not had much chance to talk to them but there are there is a 
certain apprehension that in the United States there will be such a wave of reaction to the president's death 
that the very minor but nevertheless rather meaningful achievements made in soviet-american relations in 
the last six months or so will be will be damaged and that this is inching forward to some kind of a way of 
getting along with them will be completely involved it you know this is an interesting point this 
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this is an interesting point this perpetual fear overseas that we are that we are children ready to push over 
the applecart or ready to start the juggernaut role and whereas actually of course other have been much 
more violent this area than we in 1956 | remember in Vietnam people approached you quite seriously and 
said weren't we in danger of a fascist dictatorship with all of that that implied because of the connectivities of 
Senator McCarthy though our democracy were not much more solidly based than that well | | think | have to 
then say a little more about what | was pointing out because the people I've been talking to or they have a 
considerable respect for the American system and they don't think we're going to knock over any apple carts 
what they do realize is that the test ban treaty that the hot line arrangement that various other talks with the 
Soviet Union were possible because the general climate of American opinion allowed them to be held now 
there is and | think it's quite an understandable and justified wandering in Europe if the climate of opinion 
which allowed these moves to go forward in the United States and in Moscow will be damaged by the murder 
of the president to a point where a meaningful dialogue will no longer be possible but there is no applecart 
knocking over idea in it well perhaps we should talk some about the how much vindictiveness or feelings of 
that nature we have discovered in the United States but perhaps what to that a little bit later if | might just say 
something in that connection there is a we will have what could be a test of of this reaction next week 
probably in Congress because senator Monday's proposed that the government stop ensuring loans to 
communist countries for the purchase of grain particularly wheat in this country and | believe at one point the 
resolution was expanded to include all trade with Russia if that should be 
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trade with Russia if that should be accepted by the Senate it might be taken as a token that the reaction to 
the president's death is is is quite strong the resolution when it was first brought up seemed about the to split 
the Senate just about half and half and if it should turn out that now of big majority he's in favor of cutting 
trade with the communist countries what little trade we have first has been a movement to expand it well 


that's something that we're going to be able to look forward and ways it comes along Bob and thank you now 
and John Chancellor and Joe Michaels and Herbert Kaplow for this very interesting four-way conversation 
you're listening to NBC's continuous coverage of the events surrounding the death of the late President of 
the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy and | think that would be interesting now to read the report that 
we have in from a Hyannis Port Massachusetts concerning the president's father former ambassador Joseph 
P Kennedy he's reported this morning holding up pretty well today that was in quotes 18 hours after being 
told of the assassination of his son President John F Kennedy Senator Edward Kennedy the youngest son 
told a reporter this morning father is holding up pretty well senator Kennedy was the one who broke the news 
to his father yesterday the ambassador was in bed today he's been ill since 1960 when he suffered a stroke 
Edward said he would go to Washington sometime this afternoon with his mother mrs. Rose Kennedy who 
was 72 and his sister mrs. Eunice Shriver mrs. Kennedy mrs. Rose Kennedy attended a seven o'clock Mass 
this morning she slipped in through a side door at st. Francis Xavier Church she sat in the vestry and came 
out for communion unnoticed actually by the congregation of several hundred st. Francis Xavier Edward 
attended Mass at eight o'clock and he arrived alone during a prayer for the dead in the seven o'clock Mass 
this morning Reverend John peganum mentioned the late president's name in his sermon 
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the late president's name in his sermon father peganum did not mention the assassinated president but he 
said people have said there is less to be thankful for this Thanksgiving day this is not true the country should 
be grateful for all the great men it has had through its history and for all the young men who have answered 
the call to defend their country and people that was during the prayer for the dead this morning made by 
Reverend John peganum at st. Francis Xavier up in Hyannis Port and in Vatican City this morning Pope Paul 
told about 30,000 people that President Kennedy's assassination showed how much hatred and evil still is in 
the world and how great the threat is for civil order and peace he quoted from the Lord's Prayer deliver us 
from evil the pontiff was speaking from the window of his study on the top floor of the Vatican Palace during 
his usual Sunday noon appearance to recite the Angelus prayer for people gathered in st. Peter's Plaza and 
Joe Michaels you got into ad at this moment well perhaps it might be a good idea at this point to take a look 
at some of the things that are happening in other parts of the world none related to our own tragedy and the 
passage of events here we haven't had much of a chance to review things elsewhere but of course the world 
continues to move and some of it in areas that involve us very deeply such as South Vietnam where there is 
a again a difficult situation today even while the president is consulting about it we're informed by our army in 
South Vietnam that communist guerrillas have captured four American military advisors apparently 300 red 
guerrillas overran a camp where five Americans were training 100 Vietnamese soldiers and we don't know 
what happened to the other American advisor and four were captured this needs to be part of a pattern 
Communist Viet Cong guerrillas according to dispatches from Saigon have launched a heavy attack against 
government forces 25 miles just 25 miles northwest of the capital side on today 
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northwest of the capital side on today there were reports that the there was no immediate official 
confirmation of the one attack until the dispatch that we just read you but we are informed as of yesterday 
even before this that American spokesmen in Saigon said 641 government troops had been killed or 
captured in the new Communist offensive in the week just closed communists losses were put at 639 also 
from Ohio Field Fire Marshal Fred rice as 63 people perished and the fire that destroyed a rural rest home for 
the elderly yesterday near Norwalk Ohio some of the victims were invalids 100 year olds and the home 
operator said more could have been saved if they had not panicked there were 85 persons registered at the 
home in Fitz Ville when the fire broke out one person died of natural causes before being reached by the 
flames we have more usable bring back to people later we'll get back with that more with further news on all 
of this and just a moment the NBC radio network has cancelled all regularly scheduled programs to bring you 
this continuous coverage of the events surrounding the death of the late President of the United States John 


F Kennedy we will be on the air with this continuous coverage until 11:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time 
tonight with continued coverage Monday starting at 7:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time we now pause for 
station identification you 
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| think Joe before we go on and hear further news from around the country here we ought to bring in another 
overseas point I'd like to hear from wells hangin' who is standing by and born let's turn to Wells hanging and 
boom yes lol as we read you find what is the situation there we reported on this meeting this morning yes 
we'll be leaving very soon now to fly to Washington for the funeral services they had a special cabinet 
meeting this morning incidentally the West Germans are very eager to have some political talks with 
President Johnson if they can after the funeral they have been nervous about recent indications of American 
troop reductions in Europe and they like very much to sound out the new President on his thinking on the 
question of troop reductions future negotiations with the Russians east-west trade and a lot of other subjects 
Bob McCormick are you listening in on this conversation down in Washington yes | am | was sort of 
interested in what Wells said about trade relations it seemed a little bit to us here that we are the ones who 
should be worried about West Germany's trade relations as there's considerable concern here and | know 
that President Johnson has followed the situation very closely that the West Germans are doing a great deal 
of trading with East Germany and with the other communist bloc countries but they are opposed to us having 
any trade relations with him to speak of at least so have the former Chancellor Adenauer is quoted over here 
is that he said that's right Bob it is more a personal view by Auden our he took a very strong stand against 
the Wheat fail to the Russians arguing that now is a time for the rest for the West to exert kind of coordinated 
pressure on the Russians in what he thought was a 
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the Russians in what he thought was a major economic crisis for them look a Gerhardt as you know adopts a 
more moderate position he thinks that trade with the East is inevitable perhaps even desirable the West 
Germans are mainly can that the West should harmonize its policies if possible they are a little concerned for 
example the French might steal some of the new China trade from them Chinese trade diverted from the 
Russians and they'd like to go into the whole subject they are willing they say to go along with whatever 
nature decides but they don't want to be left out in the cold | believe that President Johnson's policies 
generally will follow for President Kennedy's although he may be just a little bit tougher than President 
Kennedy was on the West Germans but basically his policies would be the same | remember once not very 
long ago one of our ladies of the press asked the then Vice President Johnson if he thought we should hang 
on to Berlin at all cost and he looked at it with what seemed to me to be astonishment and said well of 
course but on the other hand he is a very practical hard fisted politician and if he may be just a little bit 
tougher on the West Germans and we have been in the past yes but the West Germans hope that he'll also 
be tougher on the Russian they had a feeling that mr. Kennedy was inclined to seek agreements which might 
in in time at least enhance the dignity of the East German communist regime that is the real obsession here 
anything which seems to give prestige or legitimacy to the East Germans is bitterly resented and that's of 
course why bond opposed for a time the partial nuclear test-ban they thought that the fact that East Germany 
was allowed to sign meant that the old brick regime was being upgraded well you're in the political center 
there i'm ebonne doesn't make the headlines as much as berlin but Bonn is where political power Springs in 
western 
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political power Springs in western Germany how do the people who know them both equate mr. Johnson 
President Johnson and as a man dealing with Khrushchev as compared to former President Kennedy when 
he dealt with Christian well | think that the general feeling here to respect Johnson he made two visits which 
were quite successful to Germany while he was vice president | think the Germans have respect for age he 
is an older man and they were concerned or at least Chancellor Adenauer while he was Chancellor was 


concerned that President Kennedy was going too far in his strategy of peace I'd never feared that Germany's 
interest might be sacrificed or at least that the decision of Germany would be perpetuated and in a sense 
made legitimate by agreements with the Russian such as the non-aggression pact or even the nuclear test- 
ban so | think generally there's hopefulness here that President Johnson will be an effective negotiator a 
tough negotiator with Khrushchev the Germans know very well that their future really depends on us and 
they're looking to the American president to defend their interests to keep troops in this country to deal in a 
tough manner on Berlin that kind of thing | don't think there was any distrust to mr. Kennedy at all but there 
was some misgivings that he might be inclined to go too far especially in things that would enhance the 
prestige of the East Germans how about Chancellor Adenauer former Chancellor had no we've heard very 
little about him since then apparently he's not coming as he said anything that's right he's not coming he's 
staying in Bonn he sent a very warm telegram of condolence to mrs. Kennedy however it's no secret that the 
old Chancellor and the late President never were intimate they never were closely on the same wavelength 
as for example Adenauer was with the late John Foster Dulles there was a tremendous difference 





Dulles there was a tremendous difference in age an entire generation between the two men and the 
difference in Outlook difference and conception of the way the world is developing and so on | think however 
Adenauer would have liked to have come unfortunately as you know the State Department the government 
has prescribed five places for each foreign delegation and now the Germans have already filled those five 
places with president Lukie and Chancellor Erhard and three cabinet members so odd Nara is in effect 
squeezed out not for the first time while the Social Democratic mayor of West Berlin Willy Brandt will be a 
part of the delegation - yes he will come - that's right overlooked him he'll be coming - we had our dispatch 
this morning wells quoting a government spokesman as saying the German delegation which will be joined in 
Washington by defense minister fun hassle doesn't plan any political talks and well in Washington unless the 
Americans asked for them well that is strictly correct but the more important point is that they definitely want 
political talks and they would be glad to conduct them anywhere even in a lobby if they get a chance to 
speak with the president they're very anxious to know what his views are what his intentions are what he is 
going to do air arts for example would like to visit Washington for a working visit as soon as possible but a 
government spokesman here this morning said that probably would not be possible until January or February 
after President Johnson has settled down in office thank you very much wells hang has been an interesting 
conversation we hope to talk to you later on in this busy day down in Dallas we were talking about this earlier 
the city's reaction to the crime in its midst today the city's two daily newspapers with deep solemnity describe 
decried the assassination of President Kennedy which they saw as an inevitable 
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Kennedy which they saw as an inevitable plot on the name of Dallas the Dallas Morning News in its editorial 
page comment said in part the assassination of President John F Kennedy is a cruel shameful mark in this 
city's history Dallas already tarnished by political bitterness vows its head and the incredible shock of such 
an incident says it cannot be charged with fairness that an entire city is a national disgrace but certainly his 
reputation has suffered regrettable damage the afternoon Times Herald in Dallas commented on the front 
page and an editorial which said again in part terrible history has been made in Dallas and the magnitude of 
our city's sorrow can only be measured against the enormity of the heed John F Kennedy President of the 
United States of America is dead killed in Dallas no matter what the explanation of the act the awful reality of 
it overwhelms us he died here the paper went on what happened here could have happened in any city but 
first there had to be the seeds of hate and we must pray that Dallas can never supply the atmosphere for 
tragedy to grow again a front page pencil portrayed in The Times Herald Sunday edition showed the 
shadowy face of mr. Kennedy hovering over the pale outline of the Dallas skyline dominating a silhouetted 
figure of aman meant to depict Dallas and sorrow and the editorial comment across the nation has been 
somewhat along the same line incidentally speaking of cartoons and newspapers bill Mauldin had a cartoon 


in the Chicago sun-times which has been hailed as a masterpiece of his particular form of art that showed 
the shadowy outline again of President Kennedy but his head bowed sitting in the chair in the Lincoln 
Memorial and down in Chicago yesterday at services in the Chicago City Council chamber mr. 
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the Chicago City Council chamber mr. Kennedy was eulogized by the bishop who said a tree the length of a 
tree and l'm paraphrasing cannot be measured until it is fallen a phrase that had been used earlier to 
describe President Lincoln but as we go around the world and talk to NBC correspondents and their capitals 
standing by now in London is a man who is very close to all of this let's turn to Joseph harsh in London yes 
I'm here so what is the situation there as of now people have gone home from one of the most moving 
services ever held in Westminster Abbey it was really a most remarkable the service ended with the singing 
of the Battle Hymn of the Republic the congregation you know it wasn't the old-fashioned kind of thing with 
just the upper this was everybody there were children there were poor people there were GIS and their wives 
that were white and colored and all kinds and colors and types who'd been drawn in by this massive reaction 
you've had here reaction of shock and sympathy and affection for Kennedy and producing a great feeling of 
closeness to the United States that I've never sensed in this country before it all came out at that moment in 
Westminster Abbey when they when the great organ started playing and you heard those swelling sounds go 
up and you did have a feeling that maybe you could understand now what it was like when Lincoln died deep 
feeling here everywhere Robert mcCormick are you standing by in Washington yes | am listening to Joseph 
with considerable interest we have so often when we've traveled through Britain had a little bit the feeling that 
the British weren't | don't mean to say they were antagonistic but that they didn't really understand us as 
much as 
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didn't really understand us as much as they might but from what Joseph said as in the case of France when 
the chips are down we can be sure she's there Bobby interesting isn't it of course we've all felt that reaction 
that you described and you came here and there have been periods a very great strain in the anglo-american 
relationship but the death of Kennedy has disclosed | think would be the way uncovered disclosed a depth of 
Hostess towards this but still you know doesn't show most of the time it's amazing the Joseph these things 
that | was saying a while ago when Jack Chancellor was on our most gratifying to Washington people it isn't 
that we assume all of our problems were automatically melted away but it is reassuring to know that there is 
this bond which will service and very good stead and things get rough | wasn't listening in when you were 
talking to Chancellor to me and well nothing he was he was just saying that the the Germans were so much 
with us at this point is so completely with us with their candle light ceremony and they're silent marches and 
things and he made the point that there is this sort of deep-seated rapprochement between the two countries 
that will never be destroyed even no matter how much we may bicker and fight on the surface and it is no 
assuring you let me interrupt if | may Bob | was moved by Joe's reference to the Battle Hymn of the Republic 
doing it being played in Westminster Abbey and we have a recording of that Battle Hymn of the Republic 
right here now let's listen to it now [Music] 
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[Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] that is the way our great anthem foundant 
when it was heard this morning in Westminster Abbey those were the voices of the choir of Westminster and 
the congregation the congregation of important and unimportant rich and poor young and old people of all 
colors and races who come together to share with each other their sense of shock and grief over the passing 
of John Kennedy there's one other thing | would | would mention too one of the more moving moments of 
these hours in London was when the famous so-called satirical program tw3 took the air last night all over 
the country of course people were watching it was bated breath to see what but these satirist were going to 
do one such at such a moment they achieved surprised and shocked because satire was thrown aside you 
had these great actors each one of them with a terribly moving straight statement of tribute to Kennedy 


beautifully done some in poetry and some in song and some in in prose de Mille Sybil Thorndike did a poem 
to Jacqui terribly moving beautifully done this is just another example of how the whole country here has 
come together on this occasion 
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has come together on this occasion yesterdays you know and all the great football games all over England 
Saturday is the great football day everyone there was a moment of silence trivial while the players stood 
around the circle in the middle of the field and all the players wore black armbands imagine all over Britain 
another evidence of how how they had taken John Kennedy to their heart how deeply they felt about the man 
how they'd come to trust him and how how shaken they are by his removal Jones and this is Joe Michaels 
here yes Joe wasn't there a kind of special feeling for this particular president because of his youth and 
energy and because of his intellectual qualities yes but remember that the impact of this had to be earned 
when Kennedy became president there was a good deal of soul-searching and dark doubt there was no a 
certainty in the minds of the British people that Kennedy would be a friend of Britain there's that all that older 
history of relations between the English and the Irish there's the fact that President Kennedy's program when 
he was ambassador here during the war was not properly should tall advocated the complete American 
neutrality predicted the doubt defeat of Britain in the war and wanted us to keep out of it so that there was a 
good deal of doubt and wonderment and I'll Kennedy held one a tremendous provision in the hearts and 
minds of the British people he's wanted yes heavily Jo because of his youth his gaiety his boldness his his 
willingness to do things his adventurous spirit but he's wanted he didn't he didn't inherit it automatically it had 
to be created Robert McCormick you stole with us in Washington I'm deeply moved myself by what Joe says 
| think it unquestionably is true and he may have put his that he 
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is true and he may have put his that he may have put his finger right squarely on why the whole world 
mourns this man he did earn a place a young man but not at all impetuous a man of why the capable of wise 
decisions but bold decisions and | hadn't really precisely thought of it but he did win the respect and affection 
that's being shown him now it didn't come with a job John may | forget that the Kennedy achieved the full 
confidence of Europe only after the Cuban crisis of last year it's from that moment you date at the time when 
when in the out and the Alliance he came to be accepted as the true leader uh there was but let's go back in 
the days when Truman was trying to lead the alliance when Eisenhower was the leader of the Alliance you're 
all the time writing stories we journalists about a rebellion in the Alliance disagreement unwilling willingness 
to accept Washington as the arbiter of this in the alliance from the moment of the Cuban crisis the settlement 
of it that is finished John Kennedy was accepted as the man who could be trusted to make the right 
decisions enormous sense of confidence spread | think all through Western Europe in in lays in the wisdom 
the responsibility and the intelligence of Washington's decisions from that moment but only from that moment 
it might be pointed out | think that that was also the moment or just before it when he proved himself to be 
right and when a good part of press and public opinion and leadership opinion in Western Europe and 
particularly in Great Britain turned out to have been wrong as Matt so yeah absolutely oh right you are Joe 
because that was a time when British press opinion was almost solidly hostile to Washington there were only 
three newspapers that 
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there were only three newspapers that here that approved of what the president did on the opening day of 
that that week of Cuban crisis curiously enough they were the the popular press frequently referred to reason 
unkindly as the vulgar press but then expressed the Daily Mirror in the Daily Mail those three had a very 
good record they believed the truth of what the President of the United States had said the others questioned 
the truth of what the President had said up until the time that Nikita Khrushchev confirmed it that was the 
kind of shattering things to some of us here that many a British journalist would believe the President of the 
United States only when what he said was confirmed by the head man in Moscow but those three popular 


papers were with us solidly and following the and we say the disillusionment of the other type of journalism 
you had a vast public confidence in the President of the United States in Washington you spoke before of the 
times of criticism and talk about rebellion and disagreement within the Alliance and of course in the context 
of honest news reporting since we must report conflicts this to arise frequently but | was wondering did did 
you get the feeling as we have seen it in the past that underneath all of this and in times of crisis the the 
anglo-saxon family without even thinking just intuitively and instinctively without thought moves together and 
solidifies | think they certainly wants to move together and not always Joe in times of crisis have we excited 
with each other but that's one of the things the British remember that in two great world wars we Americans 
were slow in coming in we've had that that terrible strain over the Suez Crisis which pretty nearly broke up 
the alliance the relationship between us but in times of crisis we come together and | would have 
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crisis we come together and | would have thought that during the last year of Kennedy's presidency from the 
Cuban crisis down to the moment of his death Britain and America at war were closer together than at any 
other time in history you mentioned President Kennedy being regarded as a young man of vigor well admired 
by the British people and Britain as a nation | think with young men of vigor you talk about the football 
players in Britain of course actually except for touch football President Kennedy wasn't the really a great 
football player he couldn't make the team at Harvard look very very few people do actually make the varsity 
football team yeah he wanted to he tried hard but he he was on the swimming team and of course that skill of 
his as swimming stood him in good stead in World War two yeah how about the political situation there does 
this in any way Joe have any effect at all as you see it on the on the British political situation | wouldn't have 
thought it made any immediate difference in the relationship of Tories to Labour both parties are groping now 
the big thing here is the identity of Lyndon Johnson you're going to have both the leader of the government 
Sir Alec douglas-home the leader of the Opposition Harold Wilson in Washington by the night there'll be 
there tomorrow I'm sure they're both want to see the new president very much want to see him | presume 
you'll see them Willie yes we are told that that will be the case but | think you better talk to Bob McCormick 
about that but to everybody here is vital to find out who this man Lyndon Johnson is they don't really know 
him there have been occasional meetings but not none of the top political leaders of Britain have ever sat 
down and discussed high policy with Lyndon Johnson so they have no no sense of what he's like now 
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have no no sense of what he's like now the British political situation here no | don't think it could be affected 
by by the by the assassination of President Kennedy there's me not immediately because um uh it isn't a 
controversial issue between labor and the Tories | the relationship with Washington they both both parties 
want the best possible relationship with Washington there'll be a certain rivalry between Sir Alec douglas- 
home and mr. Harold Wilson to see who can maneuver himself a little closer to the new president and the 
other and that's inevitable but no no advantage | think in the British political election a British general election 
next year are we expected to come in late May or early June you know although it isn't certain it could be put 
off till October uh | think it's going to be decided primarily by the state of the economy is that time Joe let me 
interrupt for a moment Terry let me interrupt to say that we are listening to NBC's continuous coverage of the 
events surrounding the death of the late President of the United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy and Joe 
you asked the question about whether or not the leaders of the British delegation would be able to meet with 
President Johnson and Bob McCormick is standing by down in Washington Bob could you answer that 
question well we've been given no specific information on it | suppose partly because the leaders themselves 
are not yet here and we have no way really when or whether they do want to talk with the president nor how 
long they want to talk with him and of course the president himself of the same token has a time problem 
there are so many people here where we know he would like to talk to all of them we know that he has his 
own basic policy firmly in his mind he knows what he wants to do he is not up on detail but there are pitfalls 
as joe of hinted that he the last thing 





as joe of hinted that he the last thing he would want to seem to do would be to get mixed up in British politics 
by seeming the favor either the Tories or the labor rights over here and so he does have to be pretty careful 
particularly since he is new in the job but we have been told he will see as many of these people as he has 
time for and as many as can stay around long enough for him to accommodate them but we don't have any 
specific list there are literally dozens and dozens of world leaders here that he would like very much to talk to 
you know Joe | was interested in your comment that they don't really know President Johnson in England 
and we had the same comment from | think wells hanging yesterday about people in West Germany that 
they didn't know President Johnson they're asking questions about him what sort of a man is he what is he 
like and | wondered Joe if the papers in Britain are doing the same thing now beginning to fill in this gap oh 
yes oh the morning the Sunday morning papers here are filled with long long account of Johnson but he still 
you know most people here are reading about lyndon b johnson for the first time their lives this morning he's 
just been a vague name in the Far background until today what do the papers say about lyndon b johnson uh 
rather Plus+ it started with with tw3 last night when bernhard levin did a very moving piece at the end of that 
program on johnson pointing out that johnson was the means by which some very controversial race 
legislations civil rights legislation got through the congress at one time which came as | think a surprised 
most people here pointing out that he was a very successful majority leader in the sense of the United States 
that he's highly regarded for his political skill respected in both parties as a 
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respected in both parties as a Washington figure you know they're beginning to find out that Lyndon Johnson 
is somebody something positive that he has a record that is the long record of public service in Washington 
and that there's been a good deal of achievement in it you refer to tw3 as the people Britain don't know 
President Johnson the people united states don't very well understand perhaps his reference to tw3 that's 
the satirical television program that which was was is that the right now it was that was a weak fit one those 
are the three double years the week that was and we've had it once an NBC now by the way that incidentally 
Joe again speaking about knowledge of Lyndon Johnson on the part of people who really have to know him | 
recall that in the old days when not President Kennedy himself because that wasn't really possible since the 
labor people were in opposition but whenever his envoys came through or whenever they came whenever in 
labor people came through Washington there were always quiet meetings to keep informed because of the 
importance of it did any of these people from the labor shadow cabinet have any contact with mr. Johnson | 
think they remember I think that they had paid courtesy calls on him but I've never yet heard a prominent 
leader of either Tory or labour party talk about a personal meeting he had with Lyndon Johnson thank you 
very much I'm going to interrupt Joe if | may and thank you again very much and we'll be back with all of this 
in just a moment NBC has cancelled all regularly scheduled programs to bring you this continuous coverage 
of the events surrounding the death of the late President of the United States John F Kennedy we will be on 
the air with this coverage until 11:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time tonight with continued coverage Monday 
starting at 7:00 a.m. Eastern Standard Time we now pause for a station identification 





we've mentioned that religious leaders all over the country religious leaders all over the world have this 
morning been paying tribute to President Kennedy and others here's some of that now let us listen first to 
father CJ McNasty associate editor of America magazine the disastrous happening leave us all certainly 
numb with grief and shame shame to think that in a nation such as ours such a deed could be done however 
when we reflect on a certain mood that had been created the mood that would result in the assassination of 
Medgar Evers in the same year we see that more needs to be done than just lament we must live for 
something more positive hate baguettes hate hate leads to nothing but disaster and if an assassin would kill 
an innocent Negro in Jackson Mississippi who is safe little wonder that a president would be assassinated 
too | believe we should learn the lesson then that the mere negative mere hatred is no answer it's far from 
the whole Christian principle of life it's far from what our nation is founded on and as we pray for President 
Kennedy let us learn the lesson work with his successor toward making a greater America and a greater 
world under God we pray together eternal rest grant unto Him O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon him 


may he rest in peace amen that was father CJ McNasty associate editor of America magazine down in Flat 
Rock North Carolina Carl Sandburg a great friend of President Kennedy's one of our great historians great 
writers and Joel Michaels came 
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great writers and Joel Michaels came across something that Carl Sandburg wrote about the funeral of 
Abraham Lincoln Joe yes | was reading through one of | guess so many people's favorite books the 
Abraham Lincoln the Warriors by mr. Sandberg and and | came across this portion of it in the last volume 
under under the heading last pageant and then great quiet and it tells about when mr. Lincoln was taken to 
the Capitol as our former president mr. Kennedy will be and | thought perhaps it might be interesting to him 
to read a little bit of it he wrote out of the great front door of the Executive Mansion for the last time went the 
mortal shape of Abraham Lincoln 16th president of the United States six gray horses stood waiting with a 
black hearse 14 feet long 7 feet wide mounted 8 feet from the ground it moved under escort of regimental 
bands playing a dead March cavalry artillery Navy and Marine detachments infantry and drum corps with 
reversed arms and muffled drums on the one-mile route to the Capitol pavement curbs and pavements were 
packed with onlookers who also filled every roof window doorway balcony and stairway 60,000 spectators 
watched the parade of 40,000 mourners from his sickbed sore with his dagger wound secretary Seward 
gauged from the window with mingled grief and thanks and a group of marching Treasury bureau officials he 
could see a flag with a gash torn and this had clocked the assassins foot and broken his leg immediately 
behind the hearse Seward could seed two grooms leading a horse surmising this was the horse that it most 
often carried the body now in the hearse at 7th Street a regiment of Colored Troops just arrived from the 
front by a mistaken maneuver wheeled about and found itself at the head and forefront of the procession 
winning admiration by their marching order and 
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admiration by their marching order and skill in the manual of arms at 15th Street one of the horses of 
President Johnson's carriage began rearing for a run away and the president and his companion preston 
King alighted and took seats in another carriage in the rotunda of the Capitol under the great white dome that 
had come to its finished construction while the War raged twelve sergeants of the veteran Reserve Corps 
carried the coffin to a huge catafalque the honorary pallbearers ranged themselves in a circle generals 
Admiral and the president the cabinet stood some 10 feet from the coffin in silence during night watches the 
body of Lincoln lay with eyes never opening to see far above him the arches of the Great Dome that for him 
symbolized the Union there was more but and there's all peeled to me go you mentioned secretary Seward 
who was wounded in the assassination plot on President Lincoln had brought to mind Governor John 
Connally of Texas who was wounded in the attack on President Kennedy he was seriously wounded we 
have a report from Dallas though that saying that Governor John Connally is reported improved today 
administrative assistant bill Stenson said the Texas governor spent a restful night without sedation and that 
his pulse respiration and temperature continued stable Stenson said the governor's doctors were pleased 
with his progress one of three bullets fired by the president's assassin struck the Texas governor had passed 
through his chest and wrist and lodged in his thigh now our temporary temporary administrative offices with 
the governor have been set up near his room in Parkland Hospital of course definite governor John Connally 
is one of the very few governors of the 50 United States who will not be in Washington tomorrow for the 
funeral services but again we're going back to our foreign capitals we're going to our foreign correspondents 
let's turn now to Wilson Hall in real president goulart office says bazooms 
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president goulart office says bazooms president will spend very studying with advisors the implications of 
President Kennedy's death that would seem to imply that the provision government expects some changes 
and relations with United States resilience do not know President Johnson one paper today carries a picture 
of President Johnson dressed in ranchers clothes riding a horse on his Texas ranch the caption was 


President Johnson is a typical Texan Brazilians do not know what that means editorials imply that a typical 
Texan means right-wing reactionary segregation my word indeed President Johnson will have to convince 
Latin Americans that this image is not accurate one editorial today said of President Kennedy he was a great 
president destined to be even greater than Lincoln or Roosevelt mr. Johnson or any American would have a 
difficult time replacing President Kennedy in the hearts of Latin Americans Wilson Hall NBC News Rio de 
Janeiro Thank You Wilson Hall we have a dispatch from Saigon it says today and tomorrow the Vietnamese 
national flag has been ordered flown at half-mast and then Saigon the chairman of the ruling council general 
dawn van min has sent mrs. Kennedy a cable of condolences saying that to the Vietnamese the late 
President Kennedy was not only the champion of Liberty in the world but also the great friend who had come 
to support them in the decisive hours of their existence and it's ironic that as all this is happening the war is 
still going on in Vietnam and we were taking a beating out there and you have some more on that Joe 
Michaels this was a particularly bad battle but the kind that has to be expected and according to reports was 
now coming in more detail Vietcong guerillas over ran the Special Forces training camp today they killed 37 
wounded 26 probably captured four 
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37 wounded 26 probably captured four Americans there seems to have been treachery before Americans all 
American Special Forces enlisted men were listed as missing in action according to the reports that reached 
American sources only five communist guerrillas were known to have died in the encounter other wounded 
or killed guerrillas could have been carried off by the attackers who withdrew in what is described as a 
leisurely manner more than 75 weapons were taken the attack began shortly after 1:00 a.m. in the morning 
when 200 to 300 guerrillas gain entrance through the eastern side of the camp defenses without firing a shot 
according to the American spokesman the guerrillas cut through two rows of coiled barbed wire surrounding 
the camp at 20-yard intervals from the main perimeter wall the first sign of the camp was under attack was a 
single blast on a Vietcong bugle almost immediately the guerillas Loosli small arms and automatic weapons 
killing many of the defenders in their sleep according to the spokesman over 200 trained Strike Force 
personnel were in camp when the attack began and these are locally recruited villagers trained by American 
and Vietnamese Special Forces personnel there was no explanation at this time of how the guerrillas 
managed to slip past government defenses without being detected there were guards posted in machine gun 
nests along the wall it's attributed to faulty security and well Jim that this is is there anything to indicate Joe 
that there was anything to equate this attack with the death of President Kennedy this really were purely 
coincidental war just keeps going on regardless of other things that happen around the world isn't it true yes 
and this one is that kind of a world we've had numerous dispatches indicating that in the last months while 
the GM regime was still in existence because of the in the Saigon area particularly matter of fact to the south 
of it not in this area so much where the 7th division had been located and their reluctance to commit their 
own men to battle had almost lost 
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their own men to battle had almost lost the area our people say that had the JEM regime lasted for several 
more months this area which is a rich rice producing area in the Delta would have been gone for good we're 
in the dry season over there the Communists probably feel that things are confused they do have substantial 
strengths now numbered battalions working in battalion formation even up to regimental formation in some 
ways and they have some initiative and they're exploiting it does the dry season work to the advantage Joe 
of the Communists or the other side it depends upon at this particular moment it seems to work in their 
advantage because they seem to have the initiative we we are having our troubles at the moment because 
morale has to be restored there it was it was bad for a while we were doing magnificently year and a half ago 
then things started to slide off because the JEM regime was so concerned with his own security that it would 
not commit its troops to battle and this isn't good for the morale of any troops now we've got to recover that 
our people seem to be optimistic about it but as you know talking to ambassador Lodge about that today I'm 
sure we'll have reports from Washington on that during the course of the day I'm sure we will indeed Joe of 
course we're getting reports from a great many places during this morning but we've been talking about the 


situation in Dallas Texas and I've reported the editorial content in the Dallas papers we've got some more on 
that and for a report on the city city of Dallas in the situation there has turned to Roger ready at WFA in 
Dallas since President Kennedy's assassination at 12:35 on Friday some 44 hours ago the scene of the 
shooting at Hellman Houston streets in downtown Dallas has been visited by throngs of people curiously the 
atmosphere at the location is witnessed to a marked change in the past two days immediately after the 
attack and much of Friday afternoon and evening the site was jammed with the curious and the morbid those 
who too often flock to 
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the morbid those who too often flock to the scene of a disaster with not much to contribute to anything except 
more confusion but as the afternoon warned the evening yesterday it became apparent that the location had 
started taking on the feeling somewhat of a shrine floral offerings were placed up and down both sides of the 
street more and more as the evening grew later there were many people in evidence but now the the quiet 
reverence was the order of the evening as you watched people you were struck by the fact that the makeup 
of the crowd seemed to be young people just standing around quietly praying many of them young couples 
high school and college teenagers boys and girls just standing quietly and not saying much then walking 
back up the hill kind of embarrassed to look at each other and find tears in the eyes this morning there were 
more groups of people up and down both sides of the road leading from the Elmen Houston Street location 
more and more floral wreaths had been placed people were standing around on the way to church just 
praying there seemed to be more of a feeling of an upsurge of spiritual communication throughout Dallas and 
as youth drove through the streets this morning at police headquarters Lee Oswald the assassin or accused 
assassin of President Kennedy has not confessed yet he's expected to be transferred to County Jail 
sometime around 10:00 this morning and the investigation and interrogation will continue but just below 
Elmen Houston streets across from the Texas schoolbook depository building the scene of President 
Kennedy's assassination is seemingly turned into a shrine for a quiet and thoughtful contemplation of a great 
man this is Raja Reddy in Dallas Thank You Raja Reddy we're again getting more reports in on editorial 
content we talked about the editorial content in your papers in Dallas and we've talked about the editorial 
reaction in papers in West Germany and in Britain and we have a report from New Delhi Prime Minister Niro 
will speak on President Kennedy's death to Parliament in New 
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Kennedy's death to Parliament in New Delhi tomorrow before it adjourns in the morning mr. Mehra will also 
attend a memorial service for the late president at the US Embassy in New Delhi his sister ms VI upon death 
the Chief UN delegate will represent India at the Washington funeral service many Indian newspapers today 
recalled was the gratitude the late president's rapid aide to India during the sino Indian border fighting last 
year the Sunday standard said his sympathy during the dark days of Chinese aggression will never be 
forgotten by us and said that like President Lincoln mr. Kennedy died a martyr to an assassin's bullet 
because he believed in the Equality of man referring to President Kennedy's work for peace The Times of 
India declared such was his faith and peace that even while he lived the Cold War had begun to look a thing 
of the past we've been talking to Dallas into britain to a number of other places and meanwhile Bob 
McCormack has been standing by down in Washington Bob welcome back in yes thank you Jim we have a 
couple of notes here sent in to us by our own people Richard valeriani who is with President Johnson and his 
family tells us in response to discussion we had just a while ago that President Johnson will meet with a 
number of the foreign officials who are in town but as we said as yet no times have been set it can't be done 
really until the visitors settle down a little bit in the and the sad ceremonies are over in the meantime we're 
told that the Kennedy family misses Rose Kennedy the late president's mother and Senator Edward 
Kennedy will leave Boston this afternoon aboard the kennedy private plane the Caroline Robert Abernathy of 
the NBC News staff has been in the rotunda of the Capitol where the president's body will lie in state and | 
believe he's at the Senate radio Gallery now if | have my facts straight 





now if | have my facts straight Robert Abernathy can you hear me are you there | can hear you can you hear 
me very well what what is the picture in the rotunda now I've just come from the rotunda which as you know 
is on the second floor of the Capitol just under the dome and there the catafalque or or beer that was first 
built for the first assassinated President Abraham Lincoln stands in the exact center of the rotunda all day 
yesterday a seamstress worked on the black velvet covering of it repairing any parts of it that were afraid it 
stands there now protected with a with a transparent plastic cover on either side of it when | walked into the 
rotunda were four men from the honor guards of the of the services eight men and all these are the men who 
have been with the president's casket ever since it returned to Washington - from the Army - from the Marine 
Corps - from the Navy one from the Air Force one from the Coast Guard these men have been this morning 
in the rotunda practicing the movements that they will make when they bring the casket in finding out exactly 
how much space they need to perform their their duties to set the casket down on the Lincoln Deer and then 
to to watch it they will be relieved then so-called death watch for men and an officer who will stand by the 
casket at all times while it's a while it lies here at the Capitol outside on the grounds I've been out there if you 
have a minute more I'd like to tell you about that there are about five or six thousand people in the plaza 
most of them in a line that stretches from the east end of the plaza for a block back 
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east end of the plaza for a block back towards the Supreme Court building for our breasts they stand some 
of them those in front of in the front of the line have been have been here since midnight most of those in 
front of the line of young men teenagers were in their early 20s the the four at the very head of the line three 
are from Washington suburbs one from New York they've been there shivering wrapped with blankets 
around them since since midnight around the plaza and around nearby the Capitol there are cars and when | 
arrived early this morning people in the cars were we're waking up they'd apparently been there all night 
keeping warm and they will they're now coming out to get places where they can see the procession arrived 
and and perhaps then get in line and walked through the rotunda when it's open to the public Bob | did want 
to ask you one thing we've been told there be no flowers in the rotunda at all if you would you know about 
that | didn't see any | saw a couple of bouquets of flowers in a room underneath where some of the soldiers 
were waiting kind of a little sub-basement there but | saw no flowers in the Rotunda there will be two flags 
there | understand the American flag and the president's personal colors there is a there is a kneeler a 
kneeling a stand on which to kneel on one side of the casket and as people come into the Rotunda the line 
will be divided some will go on one side and some will go on the other side of the casket which will be closed 
by the way and proceed then right on out the west front of the Capitol the kneeling stand is on the left side of 
the line as you come in I'm 
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left side of the line as you come in I'm sure you have met time yet this morning to check with the speaker's 
office but we understand that someone in his office quoted him as saying that while the public is supposed to 
be stopped at nine o'clock tonight that no one would be kept from review above from seeing the casket just 
because he was a few minutes late | wonder if that indicates they might keep it open considerably longer | 
would | would guess that | don't know for sure but | would guess it for two reasons first is the is the the 
obvious one of the deepness was which so many people feel the occasion and the second one is is that all 
the officials of the Capitol think of it as a place that belongs to all the people and the speaker is one of them 
and | think he would it would not be in character for him to issue any order that would say that the doors 
would be closed we also understand once again | apologize for throwing things at you that I'm sure you have 
had time to clear up yet but there will be the public actually probably won't start in until about 2:45 about 
approximately an hour after the president's body arrives at the Capitol that in the meantime in the interval 
there will be will dig various dignitaries and will view the casket is that correct you know yes that that's that's 
my understanding my understanding is that it will take approximately 48 minutes to come from the White 
House to the Capitol and then at the Capitol there will be a there will be music outside in the plaza and a gun 
salute and then the body the casket will be taken up the steps by the the eight-man honor guard about which 
| 
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the eight-man honor guard about which | spoke before and placed in on the on the Lincoln beer and in the 
rotunda at that time there will be officials and diplomats and the Rotunda will be will be filled then with with 
officials and when the clergy is in place and the flags are in place and when the officials who have been 
there have paid their respects then and only then as | understand it will the great bronze doors be open and 
the people permitted to come in and | would guess that that that would take what you suggested in terms of 
time about 45 minutes after the after the casket actually gets here then as you know the schedule is for the 
rotunda also to be open for an hour tomorrow morning before the funeral is my memory correct looking down 
upon the casket won't one of the statues in the rotunda be that of President Garfield it was assassinated in 
1880 or 8081 isn't your your memory is renowned but | don't know about this particular case | can't | can't 
verify that | can | can say that the the katha for the Lincoln dear supported the casket of President Garfield 
and President McKinley President Lincoln and President Kennedy all of them assassinated well thank you 
very much Robert if you could stand by for a moment I'd like to see if we can get herb Kaplow at the White 
House now are you available to yell Bob I'm here there's anything started up there yet there's more activity 
McGeorge Bundy and John McCone mokona force the director of the Central Intelligence Agency and Bundy 
the special assistant to the president for national security 
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to the president for national security matters have left the White House in a car presumably to go to the 
home the new president and to conduct the ten o'clock intelligence briefing there is a slight change in the 
program later three o'clock this afternoon briefing on Vietnam while the discussion mountain's Vietnam will 
be held at mr. Johnson's home also this will involve the relatively new ambassador to South Vietnam Henry 
Cabot Lodge jr. just a second we'll be back to you in a minute okay kind of we'll go back now to New York 
that's right Bob we have to give local stations across the country a chance to cut away briefly you were 
listening to NBC's continuous coverage of the events surrounding the death of the late President of the 
United States John Fitzgerald Kennedy and with that Bob let's just turn it right back to Bob McCormick in 
Washington and now I'd like if | can to get her back are you there still there herb herb cap load I'm here Bob 
yes | have to do I'm sorry we had to what were you saying | was saying that this three o'clock meeting on 
South Vietnam will be held at mr. Johnson's home and it will involve the relatively new ambassador to his all 
fiat Nam Henry Cabot Lodge jr. Secretary of State Rusk defense secretary McNamara and Bundy and this 
originally was thought that it would be held across the street in the offices of what served as offices for Vice 
President Johnson in which so far services offices as president but it's going to be held in his home mr. 
Johnson also be going to church with his wife and a little more than just about an hour from now the activity 
here seems to be stepping up a little bit more of the officials or showing out that is the sort of the working- 
level personnel and more people from the press are starting to accumulate here 





accumulate here what's that given once again we'll be back to you but in the meantime | understand Robert 
Abernathy has something more for us yes Bob | just wanted to make this additional observation as | said all 
the there's so much going on in the way of of preparation and discipline and precise arrangements in the in 
the rotunda now and and on the Capitol and the Capitol Plaza it's and it's all being done with with a great 
deal of care and it seems to me that that there is time now there has been time for these arrangements to be 
precise so that | think we can expect from here at the the ceremonies here of a great deal more dignity and 
precision about what is done and was the case when the president's casket arrived back in Washington at 
the at the airfield when to those of us who were there did it it had been so hastily arranged that it seemed to 
it seemed to lack some of the dignity and pageantry that it might have might have had and but it will have | 
think | think today well the people up there must have been working all night through where they that's right | 
suppose that so many tourists to say nothing of the working people up there go through the redundant 
everyday must have been quite a sure just to polish it up alone yes the Rotunda lieutenant has been has 
been blocked off for was was blocked off all day yesterday and people who norm the people who normally go 


through and look at it were diverted around I see the when send them somewhere else well thank you very 
much Robert no | think | meant to call on general but again do you have anything to ask these people do yes 
| think that 
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to ask these people do yes | think that like everyone else across the nation we here in New York are 
tremendously interested in what is going on in Washington | think that really Washington is the focal point of 
the nation's attention today and like everyone else around the world we want to know if this activity is going 
to step up you mentioned | think that it is going to is stepping up now and | presume that it will become 
increasingly active as this day goes on one of the stressing things Jim if | could interrupt just a minute is that 
there are so many people that have to work and to keep things going and keep keep things organized and 
make sure things go smoothly because nothing of course must be allowed to Mar the dignity and the 
solemnity of a really overwhelming nature of this most most unfortunate ceremony that we have to go 
through and these people have to do all of this as unobtrusively as they possibly can and the people around 
the Capitol are extremely skillful at it they manage to preserve the dignity of things like this entirely but at the 
same time attend to the necessary mechanics of the operation they're really very good at it I'm sure they are 
Bob we want to get back to that in just a moment the NBC radio network has cancelled all regularly 
scheduled programs in order to bring you this continuous coverage of the events surrounding the death of 
the late President of the United States John F Kennedy we will be on the air with this continuous coverage 
until 11:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time tonight with the coverage continuing Monday starting at 7:00 a.m. 
Eastern Standard Time we now pause for a station identification 


END 


